Airline Security Under Attack 


By ANDREW BOROWIEC 

Star Staff Writer 

GENEVA— Shaken by the 
spectacular airliner hijackings 
by Palestinian commandos, 
Western European govern- 
ments today tightened airport 
security measures and hastily 
studied ways of preventing 
further disasters. 

A barrage of bitter editorials 
denounced the hitherto inade- 
quate security precautions 
that resulted in yesterday’s hi- 
jackings of three aircraft and 
one abortive attempt. 

Said London’s Daily Tele- 
graph: 

Pessimism On Talks 

“This situation is entirely 
due to the failure of the inter- 
national community at all lev- 
els to concert and enforce pre- 
ventive and punitive mea- 
sures. . . . Countries that en- 
courage or harbor hijackers 
must be completely ostra- 
cized, their airlines banned 
from all other airports, their 
airports prohibited to all other 
airlines. They have left the 
comity of civilized nations. All 
its privileges should be denied 
them.” 

Coupled with the indignation 
and fear of further air terror 
was growing pessimism about 


the turn of events in the Mid- 
dle East after the Israeli deci- 
sion to boycott the peace talks. 

“The signs of decay are 
. multiplying in the Middle 
East,” said the respected Par- 
is daily Le Figaro. “The frag- 
ile truce is directly threat- 
ened.” 

But the attention focused 
mainly on the hijackings 
which have impressed a num- 
ber of European newspapers 
as a highly skilled perform- 
ance, implying more sophisti- 
cated methods and conse- 
quently more threat to air 
travel. 

“Those who acted were not 
amateurs,” said Switzerland’s 
Gazette de Lausanne, refer- 
ring to the coordinated opera- 
tion which affected four air- 
craft within two hours. The 
Amman-based extremist Pop- 
ular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP) claimed 
responsibility for the hijack- 
ings. 

Swiss Unprepared 

One of the aircraft involved 
was the Swissair DC8 en route 
to New York and feelings ran 
high in this Alpine country 
which realize more and more 
that its traditional neutrality 
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cannot bar the terror war 
spreading from the Middle 
East. 

The hijacking .caught the 
Swiss authorities unprepared 
despite consistent rumors that 
the guerrillas had been con- 
templating an attack to obtain 
the release of three Arab com- 
mandos sentenced to 12 years 
iii prison for the February 1969 
attack at Zurich Airport. 

Geneva’s La Suisse also 
blamed the powers involved in 
Middle East peace-seeking for 
failure to recognize the 
strength of the PFLP. Georges 
Habbash, the leader of the 
movement, “chose the right 
time to strike,” said La 
Suisse^“because after the ear- 


ly hopes caused by the cease- 
fire and the start of the talks 
... the situation has been de- 
teriorating steadily.” 

The Swiss newspapers were 
unanimous in demanding the 
release of the three comman- 
dos held in a Zurich jail in 
exchange for the plane and its 
passengers, held in Jordan. 

“The human aspects of the 
problem should be para- 
mount,” said the Gazette de 
Lausanne. “To adhere to the 
demands of the guerrillas 
would be morally and legally 
monstruous. But is there any 
other solution except this vio- 
lation of the law? 

Extraordinary situations re- 
quire extraordinary solu- 
tions.” A 



